200                  REMOVAL OF CERTAIN                  [vin

0

definite time some definite locality. Our senses
give us cognisance of much that is going on at a
distance in the world around us ; but the seat of
our senses is in our bodies, which are confined as
to locality. Our senses continually furnish us with
fresh materials for thought, as well as enable us to
hold direct intercourse with our fellow-creatures, but
in the act of thinking, of reflecting as distinguished
from perceiving, we are not conscious of any inter-
vention of our senses. So far as our own conscious-
ness or sensations go, the body does not seem to be
concerned in thought. When from mere conscious
sensation, or rather consciousness of absence of
sensation, we pass on to physiological investigation,
the intimate connection between thinking and the
condition of the brain seems to indicate that even
in thinking the body intervenes in some way of
which we are not conscious. But, even were it not
so, still it is only through the senses, and therefore
through the body, that we are affected by the world
outside us, or even are able to hold intercourse with
our nearest relations.

Accordingly, though we may conceive of thought,
reflection, as going on independently of our body (I
do not say that it can or that it cannot), yet, at any
rate, as regards any cognisance of the world around
us, or any interchange of ideas with our fellow-
creatures, if it do not take place through a body of